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MULTIMODALITY OF ENGLISH EDUCATIONAL VIDEO DISCOURSE 

 

Yaryna Malakhovska,  

Lesya Ukrainka Volyn National University, Ukraine 

 malahovska.yaryna@gmail.com 

 

Key words: educational communication, discourse, mode, multimodality, synergistic effect. 

 

The active digitalization of many social spheres, including education, has drawn attention to the 

study of English educational video discourse as a multimodal phenomenon. The aim of the research 

is to identify the characteristic features of multimodality of this discourse type. To achieve this goal, 

we solve such research questions: to identify the main features of multimodality of educational video 

discourse, to analyze the combination of different semiotic elements, and to explain the ways of their 

integration in the process of educational communication.  This study is based on multimodal 

discourse analysis (Kress, 2009), taking into account the cognitive-pragmatic approach (Schmidt, 

2012; Shevchenko & Gutorov, 2019), which allows us to explain how signs of different semiotic 

systems integrate in the situationally determined interactive activity of communicants. The corpus 

includes video recordings of elementary school English lessons taught by native-speaking teachers 

selected from YouTube. 

The theoretical basis for the analysis is the understanding of communication as a process of 

meaning making, which is carried out not by a single sign system, but by a combination of various 

semiotic resources and modes (Kress, 2009), which has a synergistic effect (Krysanova, 2022), and 

provides pragmatic influence. We consider multimodality as the integral use of modes and semiotic 

systems in the process of social semiosis, which provides an interpretation of the relations that can 

be established between the speaker and the listeners in the communicative process (Krysanova & 

Herezhun, 2023). 

We view English educational video discourse as a complex socially conditioned multimodal 

phenomenon that includes a set of mental and communicative actions within the framework of 

status-role relations determined by the purpose and objectives of the educational process and a 

specific educational situation. The communicative process is based on the interaction of semiotic 

resources directed to form the system of values and beliefs. All the semiotic resources involved are 

motivated by the teacher’s personal characteristics and educational goals. The verbal resource 

includes specific linguistic means, and the non-verbal resource include gestures, facial expressions, 

touches, prosodic means, schematic images, pictures, etc. The combined use of these semiotic 

resources is implemented through visual, auditory, and tactile modes.  

Thus, the combination of these semiotic components has a synergistic effect, which leads to 

greater effectiveness of the persuasive influence in the process of educational communication. 
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