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Environmental education in Ukrainian primary school

The key issue of the article is the condition evaluation of primary environmental education in Ukraine. This sphere of pedagogy aims to form in
pupils a system of knowledge, attitudes and beliefs to provide responsibility for the environment, readiness to implement environmentally competent
decisions for its improvement. There are many forms of work with junior schoolchildren for effective learning: ecological content discussions,
environmental games and quizzes, team work in eco-circles, competitions and exhibitions with regional studies content, integrated environmental
lessons, an ecological projects, ecological outreach and promotion work. Increasing efficiency of ecological education in Ukraine will be possible
because of personal approach to complex studying of environment, using interdisciplinary connections.
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Formulation of scientific problem and its significance. Modern Ukraine faced with many environmental problems, but
some of them have a global scale. The overall goal of environmental education in different countries is creating a culture of
human behavior in the natural environment and respectful attitude for it. According to the environmental education concept of

Ukraine "... The path to raise environmental culture lay through the effective environmental education ... Environmental
education as an integral culturological phenomenon involves processes of learning, upbringing, personality development and
should be directed to the ecological culture formation as a component of national and public education of all the ukrainian
population sections (including environmental education through public environmental organizations), ecologization of
educational disciplines, preparation programs and also, to professional environmental training through the basic environmental
education "[9].

The idea to involve the child to the knowledge of nature has a deep roots in science of pedagogy. Implementation of the
natural content educational function primarily related to junior schoolchildren mastering the elements of ecological culture,
awareness about value of the health, healthy living style and life dependence from the state of environment. In connection with
the education reform and some changes in the school curriculums, this topic is extremely relevant.

Research analysis of this issue. Problems of national environmental education and ways of improvement the
environmental culture among pupils were investigated in their studies the next educators and teaching methods specialists: N. S.
Zhestova [5, p. 31-37], L. I. Ishhenko [8], N. P. Bajbara [2], O. L. Ivanova [6, p. 40-42], S. K. Ivashhenko [7], G. P. Pustovit [11,
p. 179], O. A. Gavrilenko [3, p. 42-45], Ju. I. Reva [12, p. 44-46], L. M. Rudenko [13, p. 38-40], A. O. Stepanjuk [15, p. 12-14],
O. I. Tkachenko [16, p. 30-32]. They proved that in the basis of the ecologization process should be laid didactic, psychological,
ethical and methodological principles. Cultivation of careful attitude to nature lays in the basis for the upbringing of
environmentally responsible citizens.

The purpose of the article. To analyze the primary environmental education in Ukraine and to formulate the ways of
enhancing its effectiveness within schools.

The main material and substantiation of the study. Environmental education is a combination of the following
components: ecological knowledge, ecological thinking, ecological philosophy, environmental ethics, ecological culture [14, p.
186]. The formed, socially active person who is aware of belonging to different elements of the natural environment, capable of
thinking, with careful attitude to nature, to people and to himself, should be the final result of the environmental education [4].
Environmental education is designed to help people to understand the causes of possible environmental changes and to suggest

the ways to prevent them. The objectives of the school environmental education is to form a system of knowledge, attitudes and
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beliefs to provide responsibility for the environment, readiness to implement environmentally competent decisions for its

improvement.

Above all, modern Ukrainian environmental education must be individually oriented and ensure making the conditions in
which nature becomes personal value to each child during the teaching and educational process.

Educators have to implement the following conditions to successfully achieve this purpose: consistency, regularity and
continuity of environmental education, using interdisciplinary connections for integrated approach to study of the environment,
enhance cognitive capabilities and creativity of junior schoolchildren during the teaching and educational process, taking into
account their age, individual and psychological characteristics, optimal forms, methods and techniques selection for ecologization
of education, conducting different types of lessons arranging practical activities in the environment (excursions, practical works,
workshops, expeditions), application the creative tasks, didactic games, lessons conducted in the form of travel, an oral journal, a
report, arranging the protection and improvement of nature activities during the learning and socially useful work, using of local
history materials in the educational process and provide teachers own positive example of the respect to the environment [9].

Implementation of these conditions is possible directly in class and out-of-school work. The leading role belongs to such
academic disciplines as "Natural history"”, "I am in the world" and "Health Basics". The environmental education should be
organized properly and met certain requirements to give an effective results. The work should be purposeful, pupils must
understand why they perform a certain task and what should be in the result. Since 2016, the changes were made in the
curriculum in order the reorganization of the teaching and educational process, unloading the contents of the program, taking into
account age of junior schoolchildren. Particularly, the increased number of hours dedicated to practical work, lessons, excursions
and observations in nature. Undoubtedly, it will increase the efficiency of environmental education. The new demands emphasize
the method of projects, which embodies the idea of developmental learning and educational process individualization in modern
ukrainian elementary school. It is recommended to conduct at least 2 projects in the first class and in the second - fourth grades at
least 4.

The teacher may assign the dominant role to own researches and schoolchildren’s observations, to practical works,
demonstration and frontal experiments, nature protection practical activity. The number of hours for each topic studying is
determined by the teacher, taking into account the class preparedness and the regional peculiarities [10]. Let's analyze the
peculiarities of the leading programs of natural science disciplines in the elementary school, that concerning the ecological
culture formation.

According to the "Natural History" program, in the first class children must learn the features of animate and inanimate
nature, methods of nature studying, understand the significance of nature for human life (in particular, the importance of air,
water, soil and the concept of plants and animals protecting). Also they should be able to apply the rules of behavior in nature.
The program offers the excursions to a farm, a greenhouse, a park, a garden, a vegetable garden, a schoolyard, a local history
museum, a natural museum, a zoo, a pet store, a flower shop, an environmental and naturalistic center, a veterinary clinic, an
animal shelter. Also are offered the environmental projects, in particular, "How to use water economically in everyday life?" and
"A good deed for nature™.

In the second grade in studying of the "Natural History" course, pupils should get a conception about the nature
phenomena, seasonal changes and their impact on organisms. They should learn about the Red Book of Ukraine and the plants
and animals protection in their native land. The program includes excursions and ecological projects of choice (“Save the life to
the fir tree”, "Bird of the Year in Ukraine"). The "Health Basics™ discipline provide the learning of the rational nutrition rules,
behavior with wild and homeless animals and information about the benefits of active recreation.

In the third grade in the "Natural History" course are considered the following ecological aspects: the peculiarities of water
bodies, air, soil protection and the rules of fresh water, warm, electricity economical usage in everyday life. Younger
schoolchildren form the concept of inexhaustible sources of energy, rational and economical use of minerals, soil conservation.

They study the diversity of animals, plants, fungi and bacteria in nature and their significance for human, the role of state reserves
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and botanical gardens in the nature protection. The rules of a healthy lifestyle and nutrition are treated similarly in the "Health

Basics" course. There are offered the ecological excursions to the nature conservation areas: a nature reserve, a wildlife preserve,
a botanical garden, a national park, a natural monument, a zoo, etc. Environmental projects are: " Why must not burn a stubble?",
"The greenhouse on my windowsill", "How to keep warmth and light in our house?" According to the requirements of the
program "I am in the world", a third year education pupil should express evaluative judgments about the human activities of
preservation the life on Earth and to show a wish to help nature, to protect it.

The "Natural History" course in the 4th grade provides mastering knowledge about: the conditions, that are necessary for
life of the living organisms, the need to protect the natural resources of the continents and oceans, the rules to preserve nature of
the native land. There were proposed excursions and projects of choice "Earth — "Water" planet (nature of the oceans)", " Good
deeds for nature", etc. The "Health Basics" discipline provides the following topics: balanced nutrition, vitamins and their value
for health, water importance to human life and health, the impact of motor activity on the body development and also the creation
of the project "Health is the staff of life!" (development of the performance plan, creative contest, competition, etc. on the theme
of a healthy lifestyle). "I am in the world" demands from junior schoolchildren to understand the need to take care of preserving
natural objects, natural, history and culture monuments of Ukraine, to form the idea of the Earth as a common house for all
people, and to participate in an environmental actions [10].

However, in the curriculum it’s assigned a little time to study an ecological topics, therefore, more attention to these topics
could be given in extracurricular activities. In addition to individual forms of work, younger schoolchildren should be involved in
pair or group work. Particularly, the most popular form of such work include ecological content discussions; establishing groups
and squads in the spring - summer period - "Forest Watch", "Green Patrol", "Blue Patrol" who conduct activities of improving the
ecological state of environment; realization of nature communication hours; conducting the poetry competitions with regional
studies content, conduction of the integrated environmental lessons, ecological games and quizzes, defense of reports and projects
of improvement the natural environment state; the World Earth Day or the arrival of birds celebration, participation in
environmental competitions and exhibitions; realization the ecological outreach and promotion work (about the harmful burning
of the fallen leaves, inadmissibility of primroses extermination, proper sorting and recycling of garbage, etc.), implementation the
population surveys about environmental improvement.

The work of many international environmental organizations is focused on collaboration with educators around the world
because it is the most convenient way to hand down to young people the importance of nature conservation, the idea of
sustainable development and responsible consumption. Particularly, in Ukraine with the support of WWF (World Wildlife Fund —
international non-governmental organization, working in the field of the wilderness preservation) are produced various
educational materials and conducted online lectures, which can be used by teachers, eco-circles chiefs and all stakeholders. Also,
annually WWF organizes the natural schools, trainings, volunteer departures, series of interactive lessons and games outdoors
during the festivals, camps, etc. Junior schoolchildren can learn more about the flora and fauna of a certain region, the
biodiversity concept, methods of its investigation and ways of preserving and protecting. Children can get more acquainted with
the natural reserve fund of Ukraine [1].

Conclusions and recommendations for further research. Thus the education in environmental primary school has to be
active, curious, rational, close to life as possible and in educational material should not be excessive oversaturation of
information. General principles of environmental education can be described as follows: the process of environmental education
should take into account the relationship of global, national and local approaches to disclosure of environmental problems of our
time, to ensure the unity of intellectual and emotional perception of reality, of its practical improvement and protection from the
different influences; maintaining the systematic, continuous, interdisciplinary principles in content and organization of ecological

education.
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In present, there are many forms of work with junior schoolchildren that effectively form a system of knowledge and

beliefs and educate environmentally competent citizens. This line of research is promising and needs further studying and

developing the methodological guidelines for primary school teachers.
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3unyenko Mapusi. JKonoru3anus o0y4eHHsl B YKPAHHCKOM HA4YaJIbHOM 1IKOJIe. B crarhe mpoaHaIM3MpOBAaHO COCTOSIHWE HAYaJIbHOTO
3BEHa JKOJIOTMYEeCKOro obpa3oBaHus B YKpauHe. [laHHas oTpacip Mpu3BaHa cHOpMUPOBATH CUCTEMY 3HAHUHM, B3IJISIOB M YOEXKIEHUH yualimxcs,
KOTOpBIE OyAyT oOecneunBaTh OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 32 COCTOSTHHE OKPYKAIOMIeH CPENIbl, TOTOBHOCTh OCYIIECTBIISITH YKOJOTHUECKH TPaMOTHBIC PEIICHHUSI
s ero ynyumeHus. OdQekTuBHOM sKonoru3zanuu 00ydeHHUs CIOCOOCTBYIOT MHOXKECTBO (hopM paboThl C y4eHHKaMu: NHpoBeneHHe Oecen Mo
HKOJIOTUYECKOMY BOCIIHTAHHUIO, DKOJOTHYECKUX WIP W BUKTOPHH, paboTa B KPYXKKE, KOHKYPCHI W BBICTABKH KPAaeBEIUYECKOTO COJCPKAHMSA,
MHTETPUPOBAHHBIE 3aHATUS HSKOJIOTUYECKOTO COJEpXKaHMA, 3allUTa MPOEKTOB M0 YIYYIIEHUIO COCTOSHHMS MPUPOAHOW Cpelbl, aruTalliOHHO-
pa3bIICHUTEIbHBIE pa0OTHl M aHKETHPOBAHWE HACEJICHHs MO BOMPOCAM YIIYYIICHHUS SKOJOTHMYECKOTO COCTOSHHS OKpY)Karomien cperpl. JIMIHOCHBIN
KOMILIEKCHBIN MOJIXO0/1 K U3YUEHUIO OKPYKAIOIIEH Cpe/ibl, C HCIIOJIb30BAaHHEM MEXIIPEIMETHBIX CBsA3EH yBenUUnBaeT 3(pPEeKTUBHOCTH IKOJIOTHUECKOTO
oOpa3oBaHUs B YKpauHe.

KiroueBble cj10Ba: 5K0JIOTHYECKas KyJIbTypa, 9KOJIOTHYeCKoe 00pa3oBaHue, HayaabHas HIKOJIA.

3inuenko Mapis. Exouiorizanis HaBuyaHHsi B YKpaiHCbKiil moyatkoBiii mkoji. B crarrti mpoaHani3oBaHO CTaH MOYAaTKOBOi JIaHKU
eKoJIoTiuyHOT OCBITH B VYKpaiHi. Llsg ramy3p mnokinukana (opmMyBaTH CHUCTEMY 3HaHb, TOTJISAIB 1 TEPEKOHAHb YYHIB, sIKi 3a0e3leuyBaTUMYTh
BiJIMOBIAAILHICTh 32 CTAaH HABKOJUIIIHBOTO CEPEOBHINA, TOTOBHICTh MPUIMATH €KOJIOT1YHO TPAMOTHI pillleHHs s Horo mominmeHHs. Icaye 6e3miu
dbopm pobOTH 3 YUHSIMH 100 €(PEKTUBHOTO HABUAHHS: MPOBEICHHS O€CiJ] 3 €KOJOTIYHOTO BHUXOBAaHHS, €KOJIOTIYHHMX irop Ta BIKTOpHH, poboTa B
I'YpPTKax, KOHKYPCH Ta BUCTaBKU KPA€3HABUOTO 3MICTY, IHTETPOBAHI 3aHATTS €KOJIOTIYHOTO 3MICTY, 3aXUCT MPOEKTIB 3 MOKPAIICHHS CTaHy MPUPOIHOTO
CEpEelIOBHUINA, ariTalliiHO-pO3'ICHIOBaJIbHa poOOTa Ta MPOBEICHHS aHKETYBAHHS HACEJICHHsI 3 MUTaHb MOKPAIIEHHS €KOJIOTIYHOTO CTaHy JOBKIJUIA.
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Came 0cOOMCTICHUIM KOMIUIEKCHHUM MiXiJ 0 BUBYCHHS JOBKULIS, 3 BUKOPUCTAHHSIM MIKIIPEIMETHUX 3B’ SI3KiB, 3017bIIUTH €(PEKTUBHICTh €KOJIOTTUHOT
OCBITH B YKpaiHi.
K1r040Bi cj10Ba: ekoJoriuHa KyabTypa, eKOJIOorduHa OCBiTa, TOYaTKOBA IIKOJIA.




